
 

 
Newsletter – December 2021 
 

 
Welcome to the latest edition of the Trust's newsletter 

 
We hope that this newsletter finds you, your family and friends 
well. 
 
As we come to the end of 2021 and the new year approaches 
we’d like to share with you some of our most recent news and 
updates.  We started this year in lockdown but despite this we've 

had a busy year caring for the Malvern Hills and Commons.  
 
We'd also like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and wish you 
all a very merry Christmas and a happy new year.   
 
 
Annual Review 2021 

 
Our Annual Review covering the period from the 1st April 2020 
to the 31st March 2021 was published earlier this year.  The 
pandemic has meant that this has been a challenging period for 
the Trust but throughout we have continued to strive to meet 
our objectives and our focus has been to conserve the landscape 
for both people and wildlife. 
 
Covid had a huge impact on our work during this time and the 
review provides more information about the affects of the 
pandemic on the Trust.  There were also some success including 
hedgeplanting and visitor access improvements. 
 
Read more about these 12 months at the Trust in our 2021 
Annual Review. 
 
 

 
Celebrating National Tree Week 
 

National Tree Week is a time to focus on the importance of trees 
within the landscape and the benefits they bring to wildlife, 
people and the wider environment.  To celebrate this year's tree 
week (27th November to 5th December), staff shared their 
favourite trees from around the Hills and Commons.  Find out 
more about the value of trees and see our daily tree features on 
on Facebook and Twitter.  
 
Thank you to those who also shared their special trees with us. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.malvernhills.org.uk/media/2742/65025-malvern-hills-trust-annual-review-2021-web-med-res-144dpi.pdf
https://www.malvernhills.org.uk/media/2742/65025-malvern-hills-trust-annual-review-2021-web-med-res-144dpi.pdf
https://www.malvernhills.org.uk/latest-news/20211127-national-tree-week/
https://www.facebook.com/MalvernHillsTrust/
https://twitter.com/MalvHillsTrust


Reconnecting the landscape 
 
We're delighted to announce that we've been successful in 
applying for funding to plant new hedgerows and trees to 
connect the landscapes on the lower slopes of the Malvern Hills. 
 
This summer Trust staff applied to Defra’s new grant scheme 
called ‘Farming in Protected Landscapes’ (FIPL) and was 
awarded £11,200 for this planting project. These grants are 
available to land managers in protected landscapes including 
the Malvern Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 

 
Find out more about this planting project and the grants available to local land managers. 
 
 
New trees coming to Malvern 
 
Early in 2022 we'll be planting new trees at Sherrards Green and Poolbrook Road and restoring a 
local plum orchard thanks to a grant from the Forestry Commission's Urban Tree Challenge Fund.   
 
With a little over £23,000 of funding, a variety of trees will be planted to provide homes for wildlife, 
improve the local environment for residents and to help combat climate change. This grant will also 
support the care for the trees in their early years to give them the best chance of survival. 
 
We can't wait to get started with the planting and more information about this project will be 
published in the new year! 
 
 
The devastating impact of ash dieback disease 
 

Tree diseases are a serious threat to the health of the UK’s 
woodlands.  We are currently managing the devastating 
impacts of ash dieback disease which has infected trees across 
the Malvern Hills and Commons.  It is thought that 60-80% of 
all ash trees in the UK will be lost due to this infection. 
 
 Infected trees require management to make them safe and this 
will be a huge cost to the Trust.  Please help support our efforts 

to tackle this devastating disease by donating to our ash dieback fund.  Thank you. 
 
In addition to the ash dieback work, our routine tree safety surveys and work continues.  This winter, 
safety work will be carried out to trees around West Malvern, the Wyche Road and on Malvern 
Commons. 
 
 
New faces join the team 
 
We've welcomed three new faces to the Trust Team this year.  Peter Kelsall has joined us as 
Operations Manager, Conor Willmott as Warden and Cheryl Morris in the role as Administrative 
Support. 
 
It's fantastic to have new members on the team and we're looking forward to working together in 
caring for this amazing landscape. 
 

https://www.malvernhills.org.uk/latest-news/20211202-fipl-grant/
https://www.malvernhills.org.uk/latest-news/20211004-ash-dieback/
https://www.malvernhills.org.uk/latest-news/20211004-ash-dieback/
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/MalvernHillsAshDieback
https://www.malvernhills.org.uk/staff-team/


 
Ancient archaeology benefits from conservation grazing 
 

Sheep have returned to British Camp in an effort to conserve the 
ancient archaeology of the hillfort.  
 
Trees and scrub have crept up the lower slopes of the 2,000-
year-old monument and risk causing damage to the 
archaeology.  Roots from larger, thicker vegetation can disturb 
and destroy the sensitive archaeology beneath the ground.   
 

Maintaining the open grassland with grazing protects and conserves this feature now and for future 
generations. 
 
 
Christmas opening times  
 

Over the Christmas period the office will be closed to the public 
from 1pm on Thursday 23rd December and will reopen at 9am 
on Tuesday 4th January 2022.  Car parking passes will not be 
processed during this time.  
 
 
 

If you have an urgent enquiry (including grazing livestock issues), please call the office number on 
01684 892002 to be transferred to a warden who will respond to your query.  In an emergency, 
always call 999. 
 
We hope you enjoy your winter visits to the Malvern Hills and Commons and merry Christmas to you 
all. 
 

Sign up on our website to receive our newsletter straight to your inbox here. 
 

Malvern Hills Trust, Manor House, Grange Road, Malvern, Worcestershire, WR14 3EY 
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https://www.malvernhills.org.uk/latest-news/20211125-british-camp-grazing/
https://www.malvernhills.org.uk/newsletter-signup/
http://www.malvernhills.org.uk/
mailto:info@malvernhills.org.uk

